
Material taken from the Concordia Self-Study Bible, the Lutheran Study Bible, and The People’s Bible series. 

The Pastoral Epistles (October 5) 
 

The Pastoral Epistles 
1, 2 Timothy and Titus are grouped together under the title “pastoral epistles.” A concerned spiritual father is 
writing to dearly loved “sons in the faith,” to men who were especially close to him, whom he had chosen as 
coworkers, whom he had trained to carry on the Lord’s mission. 
 
In writing to Timothy and Titus, Paul shows his deep concern for the future of the church. They are to provide the 
congregations with qualified pastors and lay leaders. But who is qualified? Paul lists the qualifications for overseers 
and deacons. He gives them instructions on worship and tells them how they are to serve the members of their 
flocks, the young and the elderly, the widows and the older men, the wealthy and the servants. Paul issues repeated 
warnings against false doctrine and encourages faithfulness in teaching and godliness in conduct. 
 
Whoever wants to become a pastor will study these letters as an important part of his training. Whoever serves in the 
public ministry of the church – pastor, teacher, or lay leader – ought to read the pastoral letters at frequent intervals. 
At the same time, no church members, hearing the title of these letters, should pass them by as irrelevant to them. 
These letters with their instruction and encouragement speak to the entire church. Let all God’s people listen and 
learn! 
 
Historical Setting 
Unlike Paul’s other ten letters, these three do not fit historically into the account of his mission activity as recorded 
in the book of Acts. At the end of the account in Acts, we find Paul remaining as prisoner in Rome for two years. 
What happened to Paul between this imprisonment and his execution we can only guess from comments made in his 
letters and from early extrabiblical sources. 
 
That Paul was released after a two-year imprisonment appears to be certain. We assume that upon his release Paul 
followed through with his plans to visit the churches in Macedonia. He likely traveled by way of Crete, where he 
would have met and left Titus. He may have proceeded to Ephesus to meet Timothy. When Paul left Ephesus, he 
was going to Macedonia, fulfilling his promise to come to Philippi. 
 
Paul expected to spend the next winter in Nicopolis. He asked Titus to do his best to meet him there. Was it perhaps 
from here that he set out for Spain, where he had hoped to carry on mission work? If Paul did indeed visit Spain, it 
may have been in AD 64 or 65, the same time as the burning of Rome with its subsequent persecutions when Nero 
sought to blame the Christians for the conflagration. As a result, Christianity became a prohibited religion. 
 
Paul’s second letter to Timothy was his last. He wrote from Rome, again as a prisoner. What caused this 
imprisonment and where it occurred, Paul does not tell us. The conditions of his second imprisonment were different 
from the first. As Paul wrote his second letter to Timothy, he was “chained like a criminal” (2:9) and expected 
martyrdom. Tradition has it that Paul suffered martyrdom in Rome either AD 67 or 68. 
 
Literary Features 
Certain words and phrases recur throughout the Pastoral Epistles: 

• God the Savior 
• Sound doctrine, faith, and teaching 
• Godliness 
• Controversies 
• Trustworthy sayings 


